The epidemiology of measles: thirty years of vaccination.
Measles is a highly infectious disease which has a major impact on child survival, particularly in developing countries. The importance of understanding the epidemiology of this disease is underlined by its ability to change rapidly in the face of increasing immunization coverage. Much is still to be learned about measles epidemiology and the best strategies for administering measles vaccines, as well as about the biological mechanisms of action of measles vaccines. However, it is clear that tremendous progress can be made in preventing death and disease from measles with existing knowledge about the disease, and by using the presently available vaccines and applying well tried methods of treating cases. Research in the coming decade may provide improved strategies and more effective vaccines for use in immunization programmes.